
LASER SPOT SIZE
Shor t e r - w ave leng th  lase rs ,  such as  blue  and

ult r av iole t ,  reduce  the dis t a n ce betw een t he

t r a cks and t he  sizes of the p its o n CDs,

achiev ing gre a t e r  s t o r a ge densi t y t han  r ed

las ers.  The Sony /P h ilips  and Toshiba digit a l

video disk  for m a t s  each  use  a 635-nano m e t e r

r e d  las er.

Red laser
Wavelength:
780 nanometers
Diameter:
2.1 microns

Blue laser
Wavelength:
450 nanometers
Diameter:
1.2 microns

Ultraviolet laser
Wavelength:
240 nanometers
Diameter:
0.65 microns
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