
CYRIX AND INTEL PROCESSORS GET SUBSTANTIAL LIFT FROM LARGER CACHES

Longer bar indicates better  peformance.

100MHz 6X86  with a 1M-
byt e L2 cache in a Cyrix
r e f e rence  sys tem

120MHz Pentium w it h a
1M-byte L2 cache in an
Int el re fe rence  sys tem

133MHz Pentium w it h a
256K-byte L2 cac he in
an NEC PowerMate P133

133MHz Pentium w it h a
512K-byte L 2 c ache in an
Int el re fe rence  sys tem
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Cyrix 6X86, Intel 120MHz Pentium fall about 10% behind

133MHz Pentium when matched with 1M-byte L2 caches

While Cyrix's 6X86 chip is

challenging Intel's higher-end Pen tium

proce ssors  on per formance, the  bottom

line  in e nd-us e r  systems  is st ill

per formance re lative to  price. In  PC Week

Labs tests, the 6X86 and the  120MHz are

abou t 10 perce nt off the 133MHz Pen tium's

pac e whe n tested w ith a 1M-byte L2 cache.

However, Inte l ha s  redu ced pr icing on its

high-end Pen tium proc e ssors  since we last

took a look at the 6X86 (see PC Week, Oct.

9, Page 117). The  120MHz and 133MHz

Pen tiums  are now $ 357 and $520,

r e s p e ctively, in quantities of 1,000. The

6X86 processor  is pr iced at  $ 450 in

quantities  of 1,000.

133MHz Pentium w it h a
1M-byte L2 cache in an
Int el re fe rence sy tem
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